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• NRCS Conservation Programs
• Producer Sign-up
• Forestry Assistance Procedures

Outline



Primary NRCS Conservation Programs for Forest 
Land:

• Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP)

• Regional Conservation Partnership Program 
(RCPP)

• Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)

WV NRCS Forest Conservation Programs



• Locally-led, voluntary conservation program that helps 
agricultural producers in a manner that promotes 
agricultural production and environmental quality as 
compatible goals

• Apply on a continuous basis for financial assistance 
contracts with variable lengths depending on 
conservation practices in the plan of operations

• Must complete a contract item in the first 12-months
• Variety of funding pools related to forestry

– Focused Conservation Approach projects
– General Forestry, General Wildlife
– Golden-winged Warbler habitat

EQIP



• To this point, has operated under existing program rules 
(ACEP, EQIP, CSP, HFRP)

• 2018 Farm Bill reconfigured RCPP as a stand alone 
program
– More details coming soon…

• Voluntary conservation program that promotes 
coordination between NRCS and its partners to deliver 
conservation assistance to producers and landowners.

• Partners submit project proposals, which may be funded 
by NRCS for up to 5 years

RCPP



• Voluntary conservation program that helps 
producers build on their existing conservation 
efforts while strengthening their operation

• Producers get annual payments for maintaining 
existing stewardship level and for addressing 
additional resource concerns on the land
– “Enhancements” rather than “Conservation Practices”

• 5-year contract

CSP



• If an EQIP schedule of operations includes forest-related 
practices on nonindustrial private forestland, the participant 
must implement conservation practices consistent with an 
approved forest management plan. A forest management 
plan is a site-specific plan that is prepared by a professional 
resource manager, in consultation with the participant, and is 
approved by the State Conservationist (STC). Forest 
management plans include a forest stewardship plan as 
specified in section 5 of the Cooperative Forestry Assistance 
Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. Section 2103a), another practice plan 
approved by the State forester or Indian Tribe, or another 
plan determined appropriate by the STC.

Relevant NRCS Policy – EQIP & RCPP



Relevant NRCS Policy – CSP



• Communication is the key to success!
• Conservation programs may differ in some objectives, structure, and 

rules, but same general workflow applies to delivery

1. Producer requests assistance from NRCS
2. NRCS requests assistance from WVDOF for technical determination
3. WVDOF makes determination and reports findings to NRCS
4. NRCS develops conservation plan and administers financial 

assistance programs
5. WVDOF continues technical assistance with implementation and 

practice inspections
6. NRCS processes payment

Program-neutral Principles



• Eligibility with USDA Farm Service Agency
• Payment limitation: $300,000 over a 6-year period for EQIP
• Applicant has control of the land for the term of the proposed 

contract
• Have a forest management plan (Forest Stewardship Plan, CAP 106 

Forest Management Plan, or other plan approved by the state 
forester) or be willing to have a forestry practice plan developed

– Note that an existing plan is not required to apply for financial assistance; however, 
producers with plans receive additional ranking points

• Livestock access must be restricted in the forest planning area

Producer Sign-up



• Producer requests forestry assistance from 
NRCS

• Existing forest management plan with inventory 
and site-specific specifications detailed enough 
to develop conservation plan

• NRCS may elect to work directly with landowner 
to develop financial assistance contract

Forestry Assistance Scenarios



• Producer requests forestry assistance from NRCS within 
the work area of a shared WVDOF/NRCS or NWTF/NRCS 
forester
– WVDOF/NRCS positions: WV NRCS & WVDOF contribution agreement to 

hire staff for assistance for implementation of Farm Bill conservation programs 
on forest land

– NWTF/NRCS position: NRCS National Forestry Initiative

• WVDOF/NRCS or NWTF/NRCS forester provides 
assistance and develops financial assistance contract

Forestry Assistance Scenarios





• Producer requests assistance from NRCS
• No existing forest management plan
• No forester in NRCS office
• Initiate Farm Bill Program Referral process

– Contribution agreement between NRCS and WVDOF to reimburse 
WVDOF for technical assistance provided

– “Practice Plan” option for producer

Forestry Assistance Scenarios





Farm Bill Program Referral – Planning Stage
• WV-300-3
• Upon request for assistance, NRCS shall:

– Complete Section 1
– Topographic Map
– Conservation Plan Map
– Relevant Information
– Program deadlines

• Share with WVDOF county service forester



• Within 30 calendar days of receipt of WV-300-3, 
WVDOF shall:
– Meet with producer to make a determination, which is returned to 

NRCS
– Determination must be supported by evidence of resource concerns 

and documentation of existing conditions (next slide)
– Basic understanding of NRCS policy is important, but much can be 

accomplished by applying technical expertise, adequate 
communication, and common sense!

Farm Bill Program Referral – Planning Stage



• Section 2 of WV-300-3
• Appropriate inventory data to document the resource concern and 

management recommendations
– For example, if cull-tree removal is recommended, then provide the number of cull trees 

per acre and their characteristics (species, size, etc.)
– For example, if grapevine control is recommended, then provide the number of 

grapevines per acre
– For example, if multiflora rose control is recommended, then provide the percent cover 

in the infested area

• Map(s) of proposed conservation practice(s)
• Completed NRCS Job Sheet(s)
• Copy of any other existing forest management plan
• List of contractors, if applicable/available

WVDOF Determination



WV-300-3, Section 2



• Search “West Virginia NRCS Payment Schedules”

WV-300-3, Section 2



• Information in practice plan developed by WVDOF “converted” into 
conservation plan by NRCS

• NRCS ranks application
• If application is funded, NRCS develops financial assistance contract
• NRCS completes columns 1-6 of WV-300-3 and shares with WVDOF

Farm Bill Program Referral – Contracting Stage



• Within 45 days of notification of contract obligation, WVDOF shall 
provide technical assistance as needed to aid in practice installation 
(i.e., tree or boundary marking)

• Upon completion, WVDOF will inspect that the practice meets NRCS 
standards & specifications

• WVDOF Complete WV-300-3, Section 3, Columns 7-10 & sign 
Certification Statements on Job Sheet(s) 

• NRCS will process financial assistance contract payments

Farm Bill Program Referral – Implementation Stage



• Contains necessary information for making a 
forestry determination for NRCS
– Conservation Practice Standards
– Conservation Practice Job Sheets
– Conservation Practice Supplemental Information
– Non-native Invasive Species Fact Sheets

• https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/
• Or search “NRCS FOTG”

Field Office Technical Guide

https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/












• Components
– Practice Name
– Code
– Unit
– Definition
– Purpose
– Condition Where Practice 

Applies
– Criteria
– Considerations
– Plans and Specifications
– Operation and Maintenance
– References

Forest Stand 
Improvement 

(666) Standard



Forest Stand Improvement (666) Job Sheet



Forest Stand Improvement (666) Supplement



Brush Management (314) Job Sheet



• Forest Stand Improvement (666)
• Brush Management (314)
• Tree/Shrub Establishment (612)
• Tree/Shrub Site Preparation (490)
• Access Control (472)
• Fence (382)
• Early Successional Habitat Development/Management (647)
• Structure for Water Control (587)

• Some others used rarely – coordinate with your local NRCS office!

Common NRCS Forestry Practices



• Why do we need job sheets if specifications are already present in 
an existing forest management plan?

– Level of detail

Forest Mgmt Plan vs. Job Sheet

How much area do invasives cover? What type of treatment?

How many black walnut & other high-value trees per acre?
How to kill competition?



• Why do we need job sheets if specifications are already present in 
an existing forest management plan?

– Compliance with NRCS standards
– Alignment of NRCS policy and workflow

Forest Mgmt Plan vs. Job Sheet



Questions?



USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights 
regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions 

participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, 
color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual 

orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public 
assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any 

program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies 
and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, 

American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center 
at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 

877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than 
English. USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.


	WV NRCS Farm Bill Programs - Forestry
	Outline
	WV NRCS Forest Conservation Programs
	EQIP
	RCPP
	CSP
	Relevant NRCS Policy – EQIP & RCPP
	Relevant NRCS Policy – CSP
	Program-neutral Principles
	Producer Sign-up
	Forestry Assistance Scenarios
	Forestry Assistance Scenarios
	Slide Number 13
	Forestry Assistance Scenarios
	Slide Number 15
	Farm Bill Program Referral – Planning Stage
	Farm Bill Program Referral – Planning Stage
	WVDOF Determination
	WV-300-3, Section 2
	WV-300-3, Section 2
	Farm Bill Program Referral – Contracting Stage
	Farm Bill Program Referral – Implementation Stage
	Field Office Technical Guide
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Forest Stand Improvement (666) Standard
	Forest Stand Improvement (666) Job Sheet
	Forest Stand Improvement (666) Supplement
	Brush Management (314) Job Sheet
	Common NRCS Forestry Practices
	Forest Mgmt Plan vs. Job Sheet
	Forest Mgmt Plan vs. Job Sheet
	Questions?
	Slide Number 37

